A researcher's eye view of the value of the library catalog not only as a database to be searched for surrogates of objects of study, but as a corpus of text that can be analysed in its own right, or incorporated within the researcher's own research database. Barriers are identified in the ways in which catalog data can be output and the technical skills researchers currently need to download, ingest and manipulate data. Research tools and datasets created by or in collaboration with the library community are identified.
Libraries" towards 'the end' of the cycle, but with a dotted line from them to the Author at the start, representing (1) the iterative and reiterative influence that readers have on the creators of works and (2) that the processes associated with the life cycle of the book are not linear but circular in nature.
The centre of Darnton's circuit shows the major forces that shape and give rise to books: "Economic and Social Conjuncture"; "Political and Legal Sanctions"; and "Intellectual Influences and Publicity." As Eliot and Rose have summarized, "Books are made by history: that is, they are shaped by economical, political, social and cultural forces," and at the same time, books can influence the wider world: "Readers can read the same book in a variety of different ways, with important consequences: after all, wars have been fought over differing interpretations of treaties." 17 Modern researchers heed the warnings of earlier scholars not to be myopic in their studies. The publishing historian John Feather has been vociferous in reminding us of this point: "Book historians who are not at least aware of bibliographical techniques are ill equipped for their task, and it could be forcefully argued that a knowledge of historical bibliography should be the basis of their training as scholars. We should also, however, venture outside the confined space of the printing house into the world in which its products were used." 18 As Secord has put it, the History of Reading encompasses "all
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Anne Welsh  5 the diverse ways that books and other forms of printed words are appropriated and used," 19 while, as Jackson has pointed out, it does not simply have one sole aim to "recapture the mental processes by which readers appropriated texts." 20 She highlights Darnton's work on banned literature in 18 th century France, 21 Raven's ongoing interest in the impact of mass market publications, 22 St Clair's study of access to reading material in the 19 th century and Manguel's wide-ranging essays, 23 which she describes as "tell [ing] us about the evolution of material accompaniments to reading." 24 The tools and sources of information for discovering these histories are diverse, and sometimes prosaic: marginalia, notebooks, letters, autobiographies, library borrowers' registers, booksellers' lists and library catalogs -both private (such as the one Walpole made of his father's collections) and institutional. In the last of these, our 21 st century library catalogs could -and we might argue should -play a central role.
Writers' Libraries as a Field of Study
The study of writers' libraries lies at the nexus of Bibliography, Book History, Library History, Cultural and Literary Studies. Darnton suggests that "Most of us would agree that a catalog of a private library can serve as a profile of a reader, even though we don't read all the books we own and we do read many books that we never purchase. To scan the catalog of the library in Monticello is to inspect the furnishings of Jefferson's mind." 25 Leah Price, in the introduction to her collection of photographs of authors' bookcases and interviews with their owners asserts that "Bookshelves reveal at once our
Anne Welsh 6 most private selves and our most public personae. They can serve as a utilitarian tool or a theatrical prop." 26 Herein lies the challenge and the promise of such study -in order to understand a writer's library we must have a certain level of knowledge of their creative output and yet assessment of their book collection can enhance our appreciation of a writer's working methods, and ultimately, their work. 
Writers' Libraries in the Scholarly Record
An early example of a writer's library that received scholarly attention is that of Edward Gibbon, the author of The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.
William Beckford, the author of gothic bestseller, Vathek, bought Gibbon's library in France wholesale, and although he was a famous bibliomaniac, he did not add it to his collection at home, but instead said that "I bought it to have something to read when I passed through Lausanne … It is now dispersed, I believe. I made it a present to my excellent physician." 38 Significantly, "when asked if the books were rare or curious … He replied in the negative. There were excellent editions of the principle historical writers, and an extensive collection of travels. The most valuable work was an edition of "Eustathius;" there was also a MS. or two. All the books were in excellent condition; in number considerably above six thousand, near seven, perhaps."
Here, we can see a later collector assessing a collection that, according to his bibliographer, was considered by its original collector "a The current article comes from work undertaken in the course of studying the Working Library of Walter de la Mare. We can see that Gribben's pattern is roughly followed: de la Mare's first publications were short stories in 
The Catalog Record and the Library User
It is important to note that the computer catalog data being searched by scholars from the 1960s onwards were mostly MARC records, and to acknowledge the inherent limitations in their structure. 62 As Avram pointed out in The MARC Pilot Project Final Report, the main aim of the original project was "to test the feasibility of a distribution service of centrally produced machine-readable cataloging data." 63 Although Information Retrieval was a consideration, it was third in a list of four assessment criteria for the format, with printing at the top of that list -the production of catalog cards was a key driver for the project.
Crucially, the designers of MARC state their own awareness of their limited fore-knowledge of how researchers might search for information:
"Since so little is known about how a bibliographic record will be used in machine-readable form for retrieval, it was only possible to anticipate future applications." 64 Although we have seen MARC go through several versions to
become MARC 21, the underlying structure of the records, and the bibliographic information we record within them, remains much the same even today. 65 It was not until the 1980s that keyword searching of the whole bibliographic record became possible, 66 and so the search experiences described by Reynolds, in which strict knowledge of author and / or title was needed, relay an authentic first-person report of researcher interactions with the library catalog at the time. libraries, "basic information on library holdings of writers' libraries is difficult to obtain." 73 They indicate institutional cataloging and differing practices as a key issue here, but to this we may also add the general difficulties in even carrying out general web searches to look for the books a writer once owned versus the books she wrote. A collection description on a library webpage, as well as
entry into whichever published directories seem appropriate is a great assistance to researchers in this field.
Search is Only Elementary
So far we have devoted a fair amount of time to tracing searches and search strategies, and this reflects a major way in which researchers interact with libraries and their catalogs. In our attempts to fulfill Ranganathan's Five Laws of Library Science, we look towards FRBR's four user tasks to help us in our aims "Every reader his book" and "Every book its reader." 74 These tasks, familiar to every cataloger, are "to find entities that correspond to the user's stated search criteria …; to identify an entity … ; to select an entity that is appropriate to the user's needs … ; to acquire or obtain access to the entity described [underlining in original]." 75 First published in 1998, these tasks have become the objectives of those of us involved in Cataloging and Information Retrieval, and, when we think about how a particular group of researchers may use our facilities and tools, it is natural for us to have care for the ease with which they are accomplished by researchers. Indeed, it might be argued that until our Library Management Systems were capable of offering full search capabilities, it is right that we should focus our efforts in this area. Certainly, the rise in ethnographic research into catalog use 76 reflects a widening of our interest in how people search.
However, it has never been argued that search is the only use to which library users may put the catalog. Even within the FRBR report, the wording introducing the user tasks is "Four generic user tasks have been defined … termed "a manifesto for a paradigm shift" 96 so that our data is an integral part of the semantic web.
In practical terms, as well as being less open than we might like it to be in the 21 st century, the library data that we create in MARC records requires a high overhead of systems work. As has Pūrongo summarized, "Library
systems experts now spend time managing MARC data -manipulating it, doing quality management activities, and mining it, and all the while keeping the MARC data moving through systems in client server architecture." 97 Beyond the catalog itself, in order to make our data available on the Internet, we have to publish it, and that too requires technical skills. Many national libraries, who have an ethos of openness and, therefore, of wanting to make their data available for use by researchers, have web pages dedicated to download options, so that those outside the library with the technical skills can ingest their data and manipulate it.
Recently, national libraries including the British Library, the Library of Congress, the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek and the Bibliotheque Nationale de France (BnF) have made data available in RDF for researchers, allowing those with linked data skills to incorporate these datasets in their work. An important consideration in this work that has been expressed by researchers from the BnF is that "as the main purpose of the library is to give access to documents for patrons, the HTML publication ha[s] to be coherent with the RDF publication, the data in RDF being just a different view from the same data that is in the HTML page." 98 In this brief statement we can see the major challenges of presenting our catalog data to the world in the 21 st century: data that is created in MARC has to be published in XML and also in RDF so others can reuse it.
Digital Bibliography
There have been several projects that have used both programming and data skills in order to manipulate library data in order to answer bigger Humanities Issues in downloading data from public catalogs recur in the literature.
In her PhD thesis on the Raymond Klibansky Collection at McGill University
Library, Tomm writes about having to feed catalog data through reference management software so that she could obtain the data she needed in a format she could manipulate and use, 100 while Baker, writing about a small project working with data from the British Cartoon Archive, reported that he had to run programming scripts to cleanse the metadata before he could run it through the quantitative analysis tool he was using. 101 Even in downloading records in basic formats, like CSV, which should allow easy importation to spreadsheet programs, researchers working outside the library can encounter issues. If data has not been specifically published for use by researchers, it is not uncommon to encounter issues with the standard download options offered by Library Management System providers.
In 2010, for example, it was not possible to download the entire set of records 103 In it, he argued that our power is of two kinds -
"descriptive" and "exploitative." We could make a case that from the birth of MARC and the computer more generally, as a profession we have been focused on the first of these, and that now, with greater opportunities to manage and manipulate data, we can focus on the second, which, in Wilson's own argument, was always the greater. Smiraglia's summary of "exploitative power" is still pithiest and clearest -"the power of a scholar to make the best The claims made for GladCat's impact are large and far-reaching, and, in a different, more technological way, the aims of the national and other libraries publishing their collections data in RDF for uptake by the linked data community may also seem quite large. Twenty-first century catalogers are used to big visions -we are living through the era of RDA implementation with Bibframe (and a complete data structure change) on our horizon. In some ways, this article makes a smaller case: the case for the researcher working in a field that is not only of interest to academics but also, presumably, to libraries who want to know more about their individual collections.
While RDF data will allow for progress in the research into writers' libraries and provenance more generally, and while much has been achieved by consortia like OCLC, Copac and CERL in publishing and utilizing XML data based on MARC records, there is still plenty that can be achieved through a researcher's being able to download complete records into a basic formatsomething as simple as CSV that displays correctly when imported to a spreadsheet would be enough.
To come back to the question in the title of the conference at which this work was originally presented, "A common international standard for rare materials?" the answer this article offers is that the input of data by libraries to their catalogs has not been a stumbling block for researchers -not even when computerization and data sharing was relatively new; not even when catalogs were manual. Research into writers' libraries held now by institutional libraries is dependent on several processes -discovery, access, collocation of materials, consistent catalog input and reliable output. The missed opportunity, it is the contention here, is not input so much as output (beyond search and display).
In some ways, this is a smaller case than the cases for international standards and linked data. In another way, it is much larger, leading us back round to Wilson's philosophy of the exploitative power of bibliographic control.
If we can meet the needs of researchers who want to engage with our data not as a route through to 'the real' objects of their research -full-text files, books, the item for which catalog data is a surrogate -but as an integral part of their own research, then, surely, we are assisting not simply in an
